
St. Mary’s Parish Church Newick 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting for Approval 
 

Sunday, 23rd May 2021, 11.30am 
 
 

1. Welcome and prayers 
 
2. In attendance: Rev. Paul Mundy (Chair), Patsy Bailey, Tony Bailey, John 
Baker, Mel Balloch, Sue Balloch, Pat Beeston, Sylvia Chapman, Geoff Clinton, 
Ruth Connellan, Paddy Cumberlege, Dick Dyson, Jebby Dyson, June Ellis, 
Linda Farmer, Jonathan Fenton-Vince, Audrey Ford, Kate Francis, Sara Fuller, 
Gill Godsmark, Rosie Hallett, Christopher Hume, Rebecca Hume, Valerie 
Jago, Alex Jomiru,  Allen Lucas, Juliette Lucas, Anthony Mallinson, Barry 
Mansfield, Shirley Mansfield, Ann Maxwell, Clive Maxwell, Alan Morgan, Lilian 
Morgan, Patricia Mundy, June Perou, Ron Perou, Ian Reekie, Christine Ripley, 
Malcolm Smith, Ash Stockwell, Josh Stockwell, Mandy Stockwell, Dorothy 
Thrower, Monica Todd, Peter Todd, Rosemary Walters, Jo Wood, Alan Young, 
Louise Young 
 
Apologies for absence 
Issie Baty, Jeremy and Jackie Burdett, Aveline Moore, John and Catherine 
Sclater, Caroline Smith 
 

VESTRY MEETING 
 
3. At the last Vestry Meeting in October 2020 (postponed due to the 
pandemic), Mel Balloch and Alan Young had been elected to continue serving 
as Churchwardens. As Alan was applying for Readership Training he was 
now required to step down as a warden. It was proposed that his place be 
taken by Sara Fuller. Sara’s appointment was proposed by Alan Young, 
seconded by Rev’d Mundy and carried unanimously. Rev’d Mundy proposed 
a huge vote of thanks to Alan for his two years’ service and wished him God 
speed with his Readership application. Sara was also thanked for being ready 
to step up to this important office. Mel Balloch had agreed to continue for a 
sixth year. His appointment was proposed by Paul Mundy, seconded by Sara 
Fuller and carried unanimously. Rev’d Paul said he would be lost without his 
Churchwardens. He asked those present to pray for up and coming 
Churchwardens and to consider if they themselves were being called. God 
works through his Holy Spirit he emphasised and asked that people would 
‘give God the time’. 
 

APCM 
 
4. Minutes of the previous annual meeting 
Acceptance of the minutes of the previous APCM, held on 11th October 2020, 
was proposed by Jonathan Fenton-Vince, seconded by Linda Farmer and 
passed unanimously. These were then signed by Rev’d Paul Mundy.  
  



5. Know – Love – Follow – Jesus  
Rev’d Mundy asked people to read the Annual Report which outlined our 
Mission for 2020 and showed clearly where God had been at work. He gave 
thanks to the Pastoral Care Team and to Valerie, Gill, Rebecca and Tony for 
all they had done to keep the Church open, covering all the necessary 
cleaning and social distancing requirements. We had continued to spread our 
Christian witness and to follow the Diocesan direction to Know, Love and 
Follow Jesus. Many had worked on a voluntary basis, picking up the ‘phone 
and keeping in touch with those who were isolated and many also had been 
very generous in their giving. Blessings on all. 
 
One of the major changes had been worshipping on line, with many new 
people now staying in touch through our streamed and recorded services. 
This morning a large number had been watching the 8.00am Communion 
Service. 
 
6. Adoption of Diocesan Safeguarding Policy 
The Safeguarding Officer, Caroline Smith was not present today as she had 
spent all of the previous day training. Rev’d Mundy was thankful that 
Safeguarding was taken so seriously in St. Mary’s. The Diocesan 
Safeguarding Policy had already been approved by the PCC. 
 
7. Changes to the Electoral Roll 
Mandy Stockwell reported that the Electoral Roll had remained stable since 
the last APCM, losing just two members who had died. One hundred and 
thirty nine people were presently on the Electoral Roll. It was hoped that the 
current influx of baptisms might encourage more families to join 
 
8. Election of Lay Members to the Deanery Synod 
The current Lay Members on the Deanery Synod had been appointed until 
2023 (Jeremy Burdett, Patsy Bailey, Kate Francis). Members of the 
congregation were encouraged to consider applying for election in 2023. 
Membership provided an excellent opportunity to listen to other churches and 
exchange ideas with them. 
 
9. Election of Representatives to the PCC 
Issie Baty was the only person retiring from the PCC. She had been a great 
asset to the PCC during her years of service for which she was warmly 
thanked. No new members were proposed for election. If people were 
interested in joining the PCC they could talk to Christopher Hume or Sue 
Balloch in the first instance. 
 
10. Annual Report 2020 including: 
 
a) Secretary’s report: there were no questions 
 
b) Treasurer’s report: Christopher Hume had been moved by the generosity 
of the congregation, with £17,500 donated to maintaining the work of the 
Children and Families Missioner and Youth Club Leader. Rev’d Mundy 
expressed his deepest thanks to Christopher Hume, Ruth Connellan and 



Robin Parris for taking over the Treasury work after Brian Hay died and for 
steering us so brilliantly through the pandemic. Christopher Hume extended 
his thanks to to Mel Balloch. The Independent Examiner, Mr K Speirs, was 
unanimously approved. There were no questions. 
 
c) Fabric report: the Churchwardens had been unable to make a visual 
check of the Church themselves but Tony Bailey as Sexton had assumed day 
to day responsibility for Fabric. Thanks were given to Tony for the thought, 
care and extensive work he had been putting into this central task. Alan 
Young commented on the wonderful change effected by the cleaning of the 
Millenium window. He also noted that the extra light now obtained through 
cleaning the west window had thrown up other problems. 
 
There had been very complimentary feedback from the community on the 
wonderful maintenance of the churchyard. Thanks were due to Christopher 
Hume, Alan Young, Rebecca Hume, Tony Bailey and others and to all who 
had supported the recent Garden Day. The churchyard was a window on the 
church for the community. Its maintenance had involved taking down trees, 
mending walls and all manner of other tasks. Alan Young said that sometimes 
it was difficult to realise that the churchyard had to be operated under certain 
rules and thanked people for their patience. Feedback was always 
appreciated. 
 
d) Deanery Synod report: there were no questions. 
 
The Annual Report 2020 was unanimously approved, proposed by Mel 
Balloch and supported by Dorothy Thrower. Rev’d. Mundy was thanked for his 
love and leadership and for the huge effort he had put in over the previous 
months to bring us through all the difficulties of the previous year. 
 
Rev’d Mundy said that some things had happened both magically and 
miraculously. One thing was certain, he could not have done this without a 
Verger and Valerie Jago had been amazing, enabling all of us to continue. He 
gave a sincere vote of thanks to both Valerie and Chris Jago for all they had 
done. Although she had now stepped down, Valerie had offered to help our 
new Verger, Rebecca Hume, and our Deputy Verger Gill Godsmark when 
needed and everyone was very grateful for this. Rev’d Mundy thanked all for 
their support through the most difficult of years and said he felt extremely 
blessed. 
 
11. AOB 
There were no further matters raised but it was noted that the swearing in of 
the Churchwardens would take place in Crowborough on 21st June. 
 
12. Close of Meeting 
PKM thanked all those attending and closed the meeting with a prayer. 
 
 

 
 


