
St. Mary’s Newick, PCC Meeting 

  24
th

 November 2021  

2.00pm The Barn Centre 

 

 Minutes 

 

First Meeting 

1.In attendance: Rev’d. Paul Mundy (PM),  Patsy Bailey (PB), Tony Bailey (TB),  

Mel Balloch (MB), Sue Balloch (SB), Jeremy Burdett (JB), Geoff Clinton (GC), Kate 

Francis (KF), Audrey Ford (AF), Sara Fuller (SF), Christopher Hume (CH) (Lay 

Chair), Anthony Mallinson (AM), Caroline Smith (CS), Alan Young (AY). 

 

2. Apologies 

Linda Farmer. 

 

3. Request to Access Capital: Liquidation of Holdings at Diocesan Trustee 

St. Mary’s was the beneficiary of two bequests, the capital of which was held by the 

Diocese in Trust. After consultation with the Diocesan Treasurer CH had established 

that St. Mary’s could access the capital of these bequests which were valued at 

£3,583.84. The income received from the Trust was negligible. CH confirmed to AY 

that this capital would be put into the general purposes fund and would not be 

restricted. 

 

CH therefore recommended that we take the opportunity afforded to us to access the 

capital and proposed the following resolution: 

 

St. Mary’s PCC agrees to access the capital of bequests held by the Diocesan 

custodian, as detailed in their email to our Treasurer of 29 October 2021 and 

requests that the proceeds be paid to the account of Newick PCC, account number 

90773281, sort code 09-01-54. 

 

This motion was proposed by PM, seconded by MB and passed unanimously.  

 

4. CCLA Account 

CH explained that St. Mary’s holds its liquid funds with CCLA Investment 

Management whose sole business is to manage investments for charities, religious 

organisations and the public sector. He said that two more signatories were needed for 

the CCLA Account in addition to the current signatory, Robin Parris as two signatures 

are required for fund movement. He proposed that the PCC appointed Sara Fuller and 

himself as additional signatories and invited the PCC to consider the following 

resolution: 

 

PCC agrees to appoint Christopher Hume and Sara Fuller as additional signatories 

to its CCLA Account number 610349 in the name of Newick St. Mary PCC. 

 

This motion was proposed by CS, seconded by PM and passed unanimously.  

 

This meeting was then declared closed. 
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Second Meeting 

 

1. Opening 

PM opened the meeting with a prayer and the benedictus.  

 

In attendance: Rev’d. Paul Mundy (PM),  Patsy Bailey (PB), Tony Bailey (TB),  

Mel Balloch (MB), Sue Balloch (SB), Jeremy Burdett (JB), Geoff Clinton (GC), 

Linda Farmer (LF), Kate Francis (KF), Audrey Ford (AF), Sara Fuller (SF), 

Christopher Hume (CH) (Lay Chair), Anthony Mallinson (AM), Caroline Smith (CS),  

Alan Young (AY). 

 

2. Apologies 

There were no apologies. 

 

3. Minutes of PCC Meeting 30
th

 September for formal approval 

The minutes of the PCC Meeting for 30
th

 September were proposed by SF, seconded 

by AY and accepted unanimously.  

 

4. Report from the Standing Committee 8
th

 November 2021 

Notes from the Standing Committee for 24
th

 September had previously been 

circulated to the PCC. GC mentioned the need for more New English Hymnals (as 

there had not been enough available for the growing congregation at Evensong). PM 

said there were 36 available though Jonathan Fenton-Vince needed to check that they 

were all the same edition. PM would advise the Choir to speak to Jonathan and 

resolve this issue. If necessary more would be purchased. JB said he would help with 

this.  

There was a discussion of what should take place on the first Sunday evening of 

December. It was suggested that this year this should be a traditional evensong with 

some Advent carols, but not an Advent carol service. If Jonathan would like to have 

an Advent Carol Service next year he should be asked to submit a proposal for this to 

the PCC. This was proposed by MB, seconded by PM and agreed with one abstention. 

 

PM noted a donation of £500 to the Youth Club from Sussex Police was promised but 

had yet to arrive. 

 

5.  Rector: Mission and Vision/ Mission Action Plan (MAP) 

PM asked to record a major vote of thanks to SF who had taken the document on the 

Deanery MAP and formatted it into Word. There had been some confusion over what 

the Deanery wanted out of this and there remained a need to consider later how we 

enabled this. One thing PM wanted to clarify was that when it was stated that we 

would aim to be more generous this was not referring exclusively to money but was 

focusing on using and spreading our individual time and talents more generously. 

This was something we could pray for during AF’s prayer meeting on 29
th

 November. 

SF asked CH if he could think about and expand on his own ideas here. PM 

mentioned the Diocesan Vision Day in which a suggestion was made to preach on 

giving five times a year. That had happened four times over the last 18 months and 

had resulted, among other things, in the Christmas Appeal. PM would like to see this 

emphasis on giving time and talents built into the next Appeal. It was suggested that a 

sub-committee could be created to focus on this.  
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MB suggested that discretion should now be given to PM and SF, who knew our 

thoughts and ideas and could copy us in when they were ready to submit the Deanery 

MAP. We would then meet on Saturday morning, 22
nd

 January, to discuss how we 

would carry our own St. Mary’s MAP forward. 

 

PM asked for PCC members to email him their views on ordained and lay ministers 

and their appropriate roles, tasks and age limits. He would like a particular focus on 

the need for an ordained ministry. AY advised caution in how this was answered. A 

discussion then followed on a remark made by +Cottrell that the Church of England 

could collapse. Should we be taking this seriously? PM replied that God’s Grace was 

enough. PM was a follower of Christ, first of all, and, then secondly, a priest in the 

Church of England. We were all resurrection people. Although the C of E did need to 

change, we were here to enable change. We should be focusing on this in our own 

parish and also in Chailey and in other parishes nearby. MB agreed with PM that it 

was right to focus on what we could do within our own parish and others local to us.  

 

JB felt that the CofE focused more on buildings than people. Change was needed in 

its formal structure to show that we are People of God. PM noted that everyone was 

being affected by the changes going on and declining church populations – not just 

the CofE but the King’s Church too. However, the Synod now had new members 

including five women all under 35. There were indeed young people coming through. 

AF reminded the PCC that we were beginning to burden ourselves with lots of issues 

instead of giving them to God. We needed to be praying more and more and worrying 

less. 

 

6. Churchwarden’s Issues 

MB had two issues to raise. The first was with regard to the boards beyond the font 

which listed previous Incumbents. The relatively new board ended with Rev’d Peter 

Francis. Following him Rev’d James Hollingsworth  had been Priest in Charge at St. 

Mary’s. After consulting with the Diocese, support had been obtained for recording 

Rev’d James as Priest in Charge and PM who is our current Incumbent. MB would 

ask the Sexton to organise this. LF suggested that this could later be put into the 

Parish Magazine. 

The second issue related to a PCC Members Update, sent recently by Helen James, 

Parish  Advisor on Finance, Governance and Stewardship. This included an article on 

Being a PCC Trustee (see www.stewardship.org.uk). MB would circulate this to the 

PCC with the draft minutes and would like to discuss this at the next meeting in 

January. 

 

7. Safeguarding 

CS reported that GC’s Safeguarding checks were all in order and training was up to 

speed with everyone currently covered. AY had to redo his DBS for the Diocese, 

because of his new role as trainee Lay Reader. Kim Nash at Church House organised 

this for him. If Alan gave CS the Certificate Number and the date on this new 

Certificate, he would not need to do another one for 5 years (2026). CS would need to 

do another one next year and TB and KF in 2023. Most of the rest of the PCC would 

be okay until 2025. PM was about to do his C2 training.  

Clarification was needed on the need for volunteers to have DBS checks. Lee Buck 

and Ali Brown had both been told that anybody volunteering with them would need 

both a DBS certificate and a contract. LF was asked if she might be able to do a 
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generic document to support this. It was noted that Finty Barton who had done a DBS 

had become a youth worker and was keen to do any available training.  

 

 

8. Finance 

CH thanked Robin Parris for recently spotting and resolving a fraudulent debit that 

had appeared on our bank account. Our accounts were in good shape with a 

substantial current surplus thanks to the Lacey Bequest but by the year’s end we 

would have spent more than the income raised during the year. Nevertheless our 

financial position was sound and the reserves were solid. 

 

The PCC had agreed fully to pay our parish share for 2022 at the July meeting. We 

now needed a formal resolution to pay the specific amount agreed - £66.218. This was 

proposed by MB, seconded by SF and agreed unanimously. 

 

CH was hoping to have a new card reader by the end of next week. This would enable 

SF to separate donations during the Christmas Tree Festival. 

 

PM raised the issue of giving during the Christmas Services and said he would take 

advice on this. As MB said, giving was traditional for the Carol Service. CH said he 

would give thought to this. It needed to be built into a risk assessment. CF noted that 

there were still envelopes in the pews and the bowl by the font to enable giving. 

 

The finance report finished with the PCC offering a very sincere vote of thanks to CH, 

Ruth Connellan and Robin Parris for all their work. 

 

9. Newick Parish News 

The new parish magazine for January 2022 will be distributed free of charge to all 

households in Newick. KF noted that delivering to extra houses was not 

straightforward for the deliverers and some might not be able to cope with the extra 

load. MB said that Alan Morgan would be sorting this out. 

 

CS would like the PCC to consider the relationship between the monthly parish 

magazine and the weekly church newsletter which now is sent out to about 150, 

mainly members of the congregation. She had been thinking about the workload 

involved in writing for and preparing these two publications.  AF said she really 

enjoyed the weekly newsletter and looked forward to its arrival. SB said that she 

would send a request to all PCC members asking for their views on these two 

publications and their interface. 

 

10. Pastoral Care 

PB had sent a report on the current situation in Pastoral Care to the PCC in advance of 

the meeting. It was sad to see that many older residents who had been in need of 

support at home were now in hospital. Currently the Pastoral Care team was not 

allowed into Nightingales for carol singing. PB was grateful for a new member of her 

Team and would be pursuing training in safeguarding and dementia for this person 

and for all other volunteers who might need this (see also item 8). All was going 

particularly well with the new initiative ‘Tea at Three’ which was taking place in the 

Barn monthly. In an addition to her report PB noted her enjoyment of the training 

given in her ALM (Associated Lay Ministry) course. 
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AY commented that clearly both Social Services and Central Government were 

relying on the voluntary sector to meet needs. Could we not take this up at a political 

level and could we have a group on this to identify the extent of the problem? PM was 

of a mind to ‘shout where we could be most clearly heard’ which was at the local 

level. Progress in meeting local people’s needs either through statutory or voluntary 

help would be reviewed in the New Year. 

 

11. Health and Safety 

LF said that all the Health and Safety work and updating of this year’s reviews would 

be resumed in the New Year. TB said that several of the PCC had now done Counter-

terrorism Training which would also serve people well if they were caught up in 

incidents outside the church.  He would need to carry out a fire drill, involving 

evacuation of the church, in due course. 

 

12. Outward Giving 

JB had sent the PCC a note from the last OG meeting which showed the distribution 

of funds through Links International of £4,000 annually. Contributions are made to 

the following charities with which we have established good links and could be 

certain that any money sent would be put to good use: Katy Barnwell for Wycliffe 

Bible translators, the Bevern Trust, the Leprosy Mission, Links International work for 

Columbia and Family Support Work. Additionally we would now be contributing to 

Jamie’s Farm. It was important to ensure we donated to the Farm in the week of 6
th

 

December when our contribution would gain matched funding. Family Support Work 

donation would also receive match-funding doubling its value to £1,200. 

 

JB had sent the PCC further information on the need in Columbia to rebuild a church 

in La Guajira, an area of great deprivation. He would raise the issue of sending 

somebody out to La Guajira, ideally a Spanish speaker, at the next PCC. AY 

supported the idea of somebody going out fairly soon to see what was needed and 

what might be possible. AF wondered if we could advertise for support for this in the 

Church or in the Parish Magazine. 

 

13. Fabric 

TB had submitted a detailed report on work in the Church. The bells and been 

inspected and some maintenance work by JA and AB was still needed. The largest 

(tenor) bell would require some re-engineering to be done to the clapper, carried out 

by a bellhanger (a specific trade). The bells are otherwise in good condition and safe 

to be rung for the foreseeable future.  

CCTV inspection of the drains had got to a length of 27 metres but this was still not 

far enough. Further work might be necessary if jetting the drainage pipe had not 

cleared sufficient silt. It was unclear whether or not the pipe linked to a field drain or 

a soakaway. 

A hard wiring test had been more or less completed in time for the Quinquennial next 

year.   

MB thanked TB for all he was doing and the amazing amount of work he had already 

accomplished.  

 

 

 



 6 

14. Churchyard 

CH reported that the gate post for the gate into the new graveyard had been replaced 

and the fencing there was in good shape. Mowing had been completed on 23
rd

 

November. PM asked if there could be some more precise mowing where the new 

paves have been put. The Cyprus tree was due to be attended to and cleaned up on 

29
th

 November. On the spoil heap JB said he was awaiting further news and it still 

needed attention. 

 

15. Barn Centre 

The Barn Centre Committee had reconvened on 16
th

 November after 20 months and 

its minutes were submitted. This meeting had been mainly about housekeeping issues 

and had not covered the Barn Centre upgrade as PM, MB and AB had at that point not 

met with the Architect. It was agreed that the Barn Centre was not coping well with 

the numbers wanting to use it in, for example, the Youth Club and that an upgrade 

was needed. The Plan for the upgrade had been submitted well before Lockdown and 

had got rather lost in the planning process. It will be resubmitted shortly. 

 

 

 

16. Christmas Tree Festival 

SF had been a bit disappointed in the response to the Christmas Market and felt that St. 

Mary’s had rather lost out to the market being widely advertised by the Bluebell 

Vineyard. The Christmas Tree festival was proceeding as planned although a couple 

of trees had been withdrawn. Thanks were given to Chris and Valerie Jago who again 

were providing a Christmas Tree; there was delight expressed that this would again be 

positioned outside. PM requested that the Brooks Tree should be position by the Blue 

Curtains near the Vestry so that those attending the Blue Christmas Service could pin 

on notes for those for whom they were grieving. SF added that she still needed a site 

meeting with Jonathan Wilkins on how to position his trees. PM added that it was 

important to keep the font clear. 

 

 

17. AOB 

A question was raised about the car park being made accessible in time for 8.00am 

communion on Sunday mornings. This was not possible due to the restrictions of the 

right of way into the car park. 

 

18. Dates of next meeting 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, 26
th

 January at 2.00pm in the Barn. 

The meeting closed with the Grace.  

 

SB 26
th

 January 2021       


