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  Dear Friends, 

 

I have a message from God in my heart  

 

So starts the opening line of Psalm 36, set for this Sunday, and if you continue reading you will quickly 

see it’s a psalm of lament. It contains an affirmation of trust in God’s steadfast love in the midst of 

tribulation. The lectionary compilers, however, have chopped off the psalm’s beginning and end, 

which recount the psalmist’s distress.  

If the description of those who ‘plot mischief’ does not resonate with your experience, you may like to 

supply your own opening lines, naming your current situation, from within which you are recalling the 

transforming power of God’s loving kindness. 

 

I was in a conversation with a friend this week, just checking in to see how their Christmas had gone, 

when they suddenly, and very apologetically they revealed to me that they had started reading poetry! 

“It’s not something I’ve done before but I just find poetry quick and easy to read in the busyness of life 

” they confessed as if reading poetry was a guilty sin. 

 

I too confessed that I read poetry, but with a low voice I continued; “I sometimes write poetry as well, 

especially when I am feeling anxious or uncertain about life and stuff!” 

There was a silence that seemed to last for ages . . . Then they gently replied “That’s okay”!  

 

There was something in the ‘That’s okay’ which left me wondering whether ‘That’s okay’ was a good 

thing or not? 

 

I imagine that many of us are feeling uncertain and anxious at the moment.  

Uncertain about our own lives, and about how events will unfold on the national and international 

stages.  

Maybe you are at home self-isolating, coping with loneliness. 

Maybe you are ill, or waiting for a cancelled operation. 

Maybe you are overwhelmed at work, coping with the fall-out from staff absence.  

Maybe you have difficult decisions to make over what events should go ahead. Maybe your travel 

plans are in disarray ! 

 

This is the ‘stuff’ of life right now.  

We can but offer it up, praying, ‘take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee’. 

Living through this pandemic will inevitably change us.  

The question is, what kind of change will it be?  

 

A poet I turn to often when I’m feeling unsure about things is George Herbert: Nestled in the age of 

Shakespeare and Milton is George Herbert, poet and Church of England clergyman. Herbert’s poetry, 

although often formally experimental, is always passionate, searching, and elegant. One of the phrases 

in George Herbert’s poem ‘Heaven in Ordinary’ is ‘heart in pilgrimage’.  

Could we view this time as a pilgrimage, and allow our hearts to be guided deeper into the heart of 

God’s love? 

 

In the Gospel story immediately after calling the disciples, we witness Jesus’ first miracle while he and 

his mother Mary are at a wedding celebration and the wine runs out. Jesus is encouraged by Mary to 

help the situation and instructs the servants to fill six jugs with water. Much to everyone’s 

astonishment, as the liquid is poured out of the jugs what comes out is the finest wine, and his new 
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disciples believe in him.  

The miracle happens once the wine has run out. It is when our resources are depleted, and we are face 

to face with our own weakness, that we know our need for God’s mercy and love 

 

This week’s passage prompts questions about transformation, both in our own lives and the lives 

of our communities.  

 

On Monday, a competition was launched to create a ‘Platinum Pudding’ to celebrate the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee later this year.  Anyone is invited to submit a recipe and a photograph of a new 

pudding creation, the winning creation will be served to the Queen and reproduced for street parties 

up and down the land.  (The details are here if you fancy giving it a go!)  

The judges aren’t just looking for any old cake or trifle – they emphasise that it needs to be fit for the 

Queen and must look the part, a bit like the ‘showstopper’ round in Bake Off.   

They are looking for something extraordinary.   

 

At the same time, however, they point out that if it is to be reproduced by people at home, it can’t 

have any fancy ingredients or require any specialist equipment.  Everything needed to make the 

pudding must be very ordinary.  So, there is the challenge: take some very ordinary ingredients and 

create something extraordinary. 

 

This week, we read about Jesus taking some very ordinary ingredients (water, a wedding celebration) 

and transforming them into something extraordinary – not only the best of wine, but an image of 

God’s generous hospitality.  

 

 Could you think of examples of ordinary things which reveal something extraordinary about 

God? 

 Where is Jesus transforming ordinary things in your life or our communities? 

 What ordinary gifts could you offer for Jesus to do extraordinary things with? 

 Where do we see God doing extraordinary things in our everyday ordinary lives? 

 Where are the everyday miracles and how is God transforming us into something beautiful? 

 

Keep safe, Keep in touch, Keep the faith  . . . . . and if it’s your thing keep writing the poetry   

 

Paul  

 

 

This week’s readings are : Isaiah 62.1-5; Psalm 36.5-10; 1 Corinthians 12.12-31a; John 2.1-11 Epiphany 2 

Year C 

 

Heaven in Ordinary Prayer (I) 

Prayer the church's banquet, angel's age, 

God's breath in man returning to his birth, 

The soul in paraphrase, heart in pilgrimage, 

The Christian plummet sounding heav'n and earth 

Engine against th' Almighty, sinner's tow'r, 

Reversed thunder, Christ-side-piercing spear, 

The six-days world transposing in an hour, 

A kind of tune, which all things hear and fear; 

Softness, and peace, and joy, and love, and bliss, 

Exalted manna, gladness of the best, 

Heaven in ordinary, man well drest, 

The milky way, the bird of Paradise, 

Church-bells beyond the stars heard, the soul's blood, 

The land of spices; something understood 

 

 

https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/the-platinum-pudding-competition/
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Our Prayer for Growth 

God of Mission Who alone brings 

growth to your Church, 

Send your Holy Spirit to give 

Vision to our planning, 

Wisdom to our actions, and power to our witness. 

Help our church to grow in numbers, 

In spiritual commitment to you, 

And in service to our local community, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Diary Dates  

Audrey’s Prayer Group Monday 24
th
 January 2:00 p.m. 

Owls Club 16
th
 January  

Worship 2 Sunday 13
th
 February 6:00 p.m. (2nd

 Sunday of the month) 

 
FOOD BANK DONATIONS 

As a Church, we support FSW, the Family support charity helping children and 

families in Sussex. 

Our particular support is giving food – cans, pasta etc. to the Uckfield branch of FSW 

to distribute through their food bank.  The current Covid pandemic is causing a sharp 

increase in the demands on the foodbank – there is real suffering, hurt and hardship 

out there. 

Ron and June Perou collect donations, which can be left in the yellow box in the 

church porch they then deliver them to the food bank. Alternatively you can deliver 

items to Ron and June at 12 Newick Drive.  If you have a chance to pick up an extra 

item at the supermarket or are able to add an additional item to your online delivery 

please be assured that they will be very gratefully received. 

A lot of small donations make a big difference 
 

https://www.familysupportwork.org/ 
 

Specific  Items Needed Locally 
 

Pasta Sauce 

Sponge Puddings 

Chocolate/sweets 

Rice Pudding (Tinned) 

Jam 

Honey 

Chocolate Spread - (Not Peanut 

Butter) 

Long Life Juice - Orange/apple 

Hygiene Products 
 

Toiletries – deodorant, toilet paper, 

shower gel, shaving gel, shampoo, soap, 

toothbrushes, tooth paste, hand wipes 

Household items – laundry liquid 

detergent, laundry powder, washing up 

liquid 

Feminine products – sanitary towels and 

tampons 

Baby supplies – nappies, wipes and food 

General Items 
 

Cereal 

Soup 

Rice 

Tinned tomatoes 

Lentils, beans and pulses 

Tinned meat 

Tinned vegetables/fruit 

Tea/coffee 

Biscuits 

 

Please remember those on our prayer list: 

Gillian Archibald, Rosemary Begbie, Cole Louise Blackman, 

Rosemary Blake, Sarah Byng, Beryl Campion-Smith, 

 Margaret Dale & family, Harri Gande, Geoffrey Harrison, 

John Hart, Joy Hay, Mike Hawkes, Spike MacGuire, 

 Christina McCann, Adrian, Andrea & Amber Pariss,  

Gemma Peacock, Christine Ripley, Kevin Slipper, Cheryl Stewart, 

 Martin Tardiff, Marcus Thrower, Dave Tolhurst, Danielle Tora, David Walters, 

 Toni Warrilow, Sean Watson, Jenny Weller, Allen Whitmore, Nasima Wright 

 

If you would like to receive prayers or know someone who would, 

please contact Rev Paul Mundy on 01825 723186 or church.newick@gmail.com 

https://www.familysupportwork.org/
mailto:church.newick@gmail.com
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Without volunteers, the world 

would be a truly miserable and 

difficult place for communities to survive. Volunteers seem to be involves in all types of activities and occasions 

and have done far back into history, they are a major contribution to the well-being of countless people and the 

smooth running of organisations and clubs, any list of what they do would be endless as volunteers get 

everywhere. 

Volunteering is an act of freely giving time and labour for community service, sadly sometimes with risk or forfeit 

of life itself to help while helping to make a difference in the lives of others, animals or the environment. 

Volunteers play a massive role in Churches across the world. They have a variety of incredibly useful and much 

needed skills and talents which enable them to do things like welcoming, cleaning , gardening, distributing hymn 

sheets, administration, treasury responsibility, pastoral support etc. and it’s a wonderful way to become part a 

church family, to both illustrate and grow personal faith and as a gift of thanksgiving to God. 

There are many voluntary roles needed, Lay Readership for instance which requires the dedication to study and 

practice over one to three years. 

Chichester Diocese provides training for volunteers, safeguarding etc. which is essential in this day and age but also 

over the past few years has offered training in Authorised Lay 

Ministry which enables specific talents to be nurtured. Courses on 

offer each year vary and do require those attending to have 

completed the Living Faith Course which helps people to discern 

their calling before moving on to the specialist elective. On offer 

this past year were Children and family work, Chaplaincy, Pastoral 

and Worship and liturgy. 

Yesterday I attended the Commissioning  Service in Chichester 

Cathedral led by was Bishop Ruth Bushyager who presented 

certificates to 59 candidates who 

had completes their chosen 

electives and are now set to use 

their skills in supporting their 

individual church’s. The service 

was a wonderful experience, with 

appropriate hymns and readings. 

Bishop Ruth led it with real 

enthusiasm and joy and the 

prayers were led by my own group 

leader from the Living Faith Course I completed some years ago. Sitting among 

the candidates in that beautiful cathedral I felt very emotional, volunteering in a 

Church is incredibly special, It is spiritual experience, the people around me were 

not just giving time and skills but giving of themselves, I was drawn to think 

about Corinthians 12. 12 - 27, we are all one body and as I look around our 

own Church, you can see this in all that goes on from week to week, month to 

month, year to year in St. Mary’s, as they support Rev. Paul, the church building and churchyard and those in 

need in Newick, we are truly blessed to have so 

many inspirational people. 

If in reading this you feel you have a time and a 

skill you could offer or would like to learn or 

improve a skill do investigate the diocesan website 

to see what’s available this year or have a chat 

with me, I can assure you that every training 

course I have attended or sat through on zoom has 

been constructive in one way or another and 

importantly connects people across our diocese. It 

is great to hear about how other churches operate 

and make new friends, it can also be an important 

part of your Christian journey and don’t forget 

that it might be God himself who is prompting 

you! 

 

Photo - (Edwardx, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons) 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
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Internationally acclaimed Visual Artist Bruce Munro’s immersive installation, Field of 

Blooms, will be on display at Chichester Cathedral from 29
th
 November 2021- 30

th
 

January 2022. 

Presented within Paradise, a reflective green space within the Cathedral’s 600 year old 

Cloisters, the artwork comprises 1000 stems of 

light. 

 

These gently illuminated spheres of light, 

gradually change and morph in colour - a 

process which the Artist describes as “rhythms 

of light”. 

 

British Artist Bruce Munro is best known for 

immersive large-scale light-based installations 

inspired largely by his interest in shared human 

experience. Field of Blooms has been presented internationally, including at Uluru, 

Australia – the original source of inspiration for the Artist.  

 

Describing the artwork, Bruce Munro said: 

“I wanted to create field of light stems that, like the dormant seed in a dry desert, would 

quietly wait until darkness falls and then under a blazing blanket of southern stars bloom 

with gentle rhythms of light. One’s attention is thus drawn to the nature that surrounds 

the installation as well as the Field of Blooms itself.” 

 

The presentation of Field of Blooms has been kindly supported by Arts Advisor 

and Curator Jacquiline Creswell. She said: 

“Bruce is creating a spectacular, uplifting immersive experience, combining colour and 

light with music. This installation is imbued with beauty and wonder and in the context 

of Chichester Cathedral’s Paradise - it is a symbol of renewal and energy.” 

The artwork forms part of Chichester Cathedral’s celebrations for Advent and Christmas, 

under the banner of ‘The lights shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it’ (John 1.5). The period will see the return of The Chichester Nativity, a photographic 

art installation heralding the heroes of the COVID-19 pandemic in Chichester in the style 

of a renaissance tableau. 

For further details click here 

    Covid-19 Vaccination 

Newsletter 

9
th
 January 2022 

For the latest information on the 

vaccination programme 

 

Click here for the latest information 

 
 

 

You would be most welcome 

Informal Prayer Meeting 

Monday 24
th
 January 2022 

Meet at 2:00 p.m. 

 St Mary’s Church 

For further information contact 

Audrey on 01825 722773 

https://mailchi.mp/chichestercathedral/chichester-cathedral-newsletter-241121-g4dy493mf2?e=6e763b5ba7
https://mailchi.mp/ae88567e84cc/east-sussex-covid-19-and-influenza-vaccination-update-6-january-2022?e=26d0c666f0
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We meet in the Church at 10:00 a.m. then move to the Barn Centre and finish in Church 

at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to follow the Messy Church 

sessions each month this year 

 with craft / game / story /snacks 

 

 

Owls Club continues to be subject to a strict Risk Assessment and all possible protocols will be put in 

place to reduce the transmission of Covid-19. Please do not send your children if you or any member of 

your family is showing any of the signs of having Covid. 

 

Questions?: Email Ali on alibarcombe@gmail.com 

Owls Club (Newick) 

Sunday 16
th
 January ● January: The Parable of the Lost Coin 

● (Luke 15: 8-10) 

Sunday 20
th
 February 

(half-term) 

● February: Justice For All 

● (1 Kings 21) 

Sunday 20
th
 March ● March: Celebrating Small 

● (Matthew 13:31-35) 

Sunday 17
th
 April 

(Easter Day) 

● April: The Greatest Love Story ever told 

(Matthew 26:1-5) 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://clipart-library.com/image_gallery/n1189532.jpg&imgrefurl=http://clipart-library.com/youth-news-cliparts.html&docid=ZBbUvb2XVTtZBM&tbnid=elJ7_2_YVCQ7UM:&vet=10ahUKEwjS64eNmfnmAhU1RxUIHR3ECOIQMwixASguMC4..i&w=718&h=214&bih=755&biw=1440&q=youth news&ved=0ahUKEwjS64eNmfnmAhU1RxUIHR3ECOIQMwixASguMC4&iact=mrc&uact=8
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With thanks to Rebecca Hume for these photographs. 
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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future”  

Jeremiah 29:11 

 

 

 

Sunday 2
nd

 January 

Epiphany 

Holy Communion BCP 8:00 a.m.  

Holy Communion 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 

Preacher: Rev’d Paul Mundy 

10:00 a.m. 

Evensong  

Preacher: Jeremy Burdett 

6:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9
th 

January 

First Sunday Of Epiphany 

 Baptism of Christ 

Holy Communion BCP 

Preacher: Fr Martin Morgan 

8.00 am 

Service of the Word 

Acts 8:14-17 

Luke 3:15-17,21-22 

Preacher: Geoff Clinton 

10:00am 

Sunday 16
th
 January 

2
nd

 Sunday of Epiphany 

Holy Communion BCP  8:00 a.m. 

Service of the Word 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

John 2:1-11  

Preacher: Ian Reekie 

10:00 a.m. 

Owls Club  9:45- 10:00 a.m. 

Worship2 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday 23rd
 
January 

3
rd
 Sunday of Epiphany 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Holy Communion BCP 

Preacher: Rev’d Paul Mundy 

8:00 a.m. 

 

Holy Communion 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday 30
st
 January  

4
th
 Sunday of Epiphany 

Candlemas 

 

Holy Communion BCP 

at St Mary’s Newick 

Preacher: Rev’d Paul Mundy 

8:00 a.m. 

 

Churches Together 

at St Peter’s Chailey 

1 Corinthians 13 

Luke 2:22-40 

Preacher: Fr Martin Morgan  

10:00 a.m.  

 

Healing Service  St Mary’s 

Newick 

Preacher: Rev’d Paul Mundy 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 



10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly; Hear my voice when I cry to you 

Let my prayer rise before you as incense, the lifting of my hands as the evening worship” 

Psalm 141 

 

 

Sunday 6
th
 February 

4
th
 Sunday before Lent 

Holy Communion BCP  8:00 a.m. 

Holy Baptism 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Luke 5:1-11 

Preacher: Rev Paul Mundy 

10:00 a.m. 

Evensong  

Preacher Ian Reekie 

6:00 p.m. 

Sunday 13
th
 February 

3
rd
 Sunday Before Lent 

 

Holy Communion BCP 8:00 a.m. 

Preacher Fr Martin Morgan 

Service of the Word 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Luke 6:17-26 

Preacher: Geoff Clinton 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Worship2 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday 20
th
 February 

2
nd

 Sunday before Lent 

 

Holy Communion BCP  8:00 a.m. 

Service of the Word 

Revelation 4 

Luke 8:22-25 

Preacher: Alan Young 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Owls Club  9:45a.m.-10:00 a.m. 

Sunday 27
th
 February 

Sunday next Before Lent 

Holy Communion BCP 8:00 a.m. 

Holy Communion  

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a) 

Preacher: Rev’d Paul Mundy 

10:00 a.m. 
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Click here 

to view the 

latest Chichester Cathedral 

monthly newsletter 
 

Please take a look at www.newickchurch.org 

Notices & Newsletters Click here 

Church Service Information Click here 

Barn Centre Click here 

The PCC Click here 

Christmas Tree Festival Click here  

Events Click here 

Owls Club Click here 

Owls Picture Gallery Click here 

Donations Click here 

Newick -Automated External Defibrillators Click here 

Faith in Sussex Magazine Click here 

 

If you would like to add anything to the newsletter or any details on the newsletter to be 
updated or amended please email churchoffice.newick@gmail.com 

 

Newick Memory  

Moments Café  

 

Meetings take place in the Village Hall.  

 Membership is limited though so please ring 01273 494300 to 

check availability.  

http://knowdementia.co.uk/moments 

Lady Vernon Trust  

 

 

“Lady Vernon Trust” For information about grants for 

educational purposes for young people up to the age of 25 

years. 

Please contact Linda Farmer 01825 722061 or email 

linda.farmer.1@btinternet.com 

Newick Trust   

 

 

 

Relieving Poverty in Newick. For financial support in times of 

crisis.  

 

Contact Geoff 01825 722512 

Newick Good Neighbours  

 

 

Following the support given through the pandemic via Newick 

Community Response, there is now a permanent group of 

volunteers set up via Newick Good Neighbours, who will be 

there to continue to support those in the community who need 

help with shopping, prescription collections and so on. 

If you need a little help please 

contact newick.goodneighbours@gmail.com  

What3words 

 

 

What3words is a geocode system for the communication of 

locations with a resolution of three metres. What3words 

encodes geographic coordinates into three dictionary words; 

the encoding is permanently fixed.  

For example, St Mary’s Church Newick  is located with 

///rehearsal.caressed.tweed 

 

https://what3words.com  

  

 

https://mailchi.mp/chichestercathedral/a-monthly-update-from-chichester-cathedral-zmrjghosc1?e=269de8c960
https://mailchi.mp/chichestercathedral/a-monthly-update-from-chichester-cathedral-zmrjghosc1?e=269de8c960
https://mailchi.mp/chichestercathedral/a-monthly-update-from-chichester-cathedral-zmrjghosc1?e=269de8c960
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https://newickchurch.org/services/
https://newickchurch.org/barn-centre/
https://newickchurch.org/the-parochial-church-council/
https://newickchurch.org/christmas-tree-festival-2021/
https://newickchurch.org/events/
https://newickchurch.org/owls-club-2/
https://newickchurch.org/picture-gallery/
https://newickchurch.org/donations/
http://www.newick.net/the-village/defibrillator-locations/
https://online.fliphtml5.com/qmzrd/rppf/#p=1
mailto:churchoffice.newick@gmail.com
http://knowdementia.co.uk/moments/
mailto:linda.farmer.1@btinternet.com
mailto:newick.goodneighbours@gmail.com
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