
St. Mary’s Newick, PCC Meeting  

14
th

 July 2021, 7.00pm 

Zoom Meeting 

Minutes 

 

1. Opening 

The meeting opened with a reading of Psalm 136 and a prayer for guidance. 

Christopher Hume took the Chair. 

 

In attendance were: Rev’d. Paul Mundy (PM), Patsy Bailey (PB), Tony Bailey (TB), 

Mel Balloch (MB), Sue Balloch (SB), Jeremy Burdett (JB), Geoff Clinton (GC), 

Linda Farmer (LF), Kate Francis (KF), Sara Fuller (SF), Christopher Hume (CH), 

Anthony Mallinson (AM), Caroline Smith (CS), Jo Wood (JW). 

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were received from Audrey Ford (AF) and Caroline Smith (CS). 

 

3. Minutes of  PCC Meetings 19
th

 May and 23
rd

 May 2021 for formal approval 

The minutes of the PCC Meeting 19
th

 May were proposed by SF, seconded by JW and 

accepted unanimously. Similarly the Minutes of the Special Meeting on 23
rd

 May to 

elect officers were proposed by AM, seconded by KF and accepted unanimously. 

 

4. Report from the Standing Committee 10
th

 May 2021 

This was circulated for the PCC’s information and discussion. PM said this had been 

a great meeting which had covered a lot of ground. He felt that the prayer meeting, 

organised by AF earlier that morning, had created a spiritual strength that had inspired 

the discussion. CH noted that some of the items raised were considered elsewhere in 

this agenda but that particular points to note now included: 

i. Concern over PM’s workload. The meeting held earlier by the Readers to organise 

support for PM during services and take pressure off his voice had had a good 

outcome. It was felt that the pressures on PM with responsibility for two parishes 

should not be allowed to continue indefinitely. 

ii. AB had been working on a new BT contract for the Church and Barn which 

included the use of fibre optic cabling. He would report fully in due course. 

iii. Substantial progress had been made on changes to and the future format of the 

Parish Magazine as discussed under item 5. 

 

5. Confidential Item 

 

6. Prayer 

A successful first prayer meeting, organised by AF, had been held in Church on the 

morning of 12
th

 July with 13 present. In future this will take place every other 

Monday and will work with the prayer life of the entire parish. PM reiterated that this 

prayer meeting had set the scene for the Standing Committee meeting. PB had also a 

‘wrap around prayer group’ to which she sent prayers on a Friday night in readiness 

for a Saturday morning. PB said that AF’s initiative took some of the weight off her 

shoulders. PM thought that next year a Prayer Course might replace a Lent Course. 

Possibly this could run alongside an Alpha course. PB said that she thought that 

prayer groups which had other groups praying for them had better outcomes. JB was 

pleased that AF’s group was going ahead and thought the suggestion from Mandy 
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Stockwell of prayers after Sunday services would also be valuable. CH added that St. 

Mary’s needed to be ‘prayer driven’. 

 

7. Safeguarding 

CS had sent a note for the PCC giving details of forthcoming training. PM asked to 

have put on record his sincere thanks to CS for the important work she was doing on 

safeguarding and for her brilliant support for himself. 

 

8. Confidential Item 

 

9. Pastoral Care 

PB had recently met with the new ‘Social Prescriber’, Debbie  Boyes, at the Mid-

Downs Health Centre. She works for three health centres on a year’s contract on 

issues such as diet and exercise, loneliness and mental well-being, issues peripheral to 

health but still very significant. She was very happy to work with the Church. JW was 

pleased to see that the Health Centre was coming on board with our work. It could 

mean extra help, for example, for those not coming to the Lunch Club whose start was 

planned for September.  

The group known as ‘Know Dementia’ would be hiring the Barn Centre while the 

Village Hall was under repair and PB would go to their first meeting to see what went 

on. SB had circulated an article from the Church Times on dementia friendly churches 

and PB would be looking at our various activities to see how we fitted in with this. 

PB had joined a Zoom meeting on ‘What is Christian Spirituality’.  

 

10. Health and Safety 

LF said she and TB would be meeting on 20
th

 July to review current risk assessments 

and would prepare to update these and also the Covid19 protocol. TB had talked to 

the SC about terrorism awareness and available training and would encourage people 

to participate in this. The Lunch Club would be meeting on 19
th

 July to discuss safety 

issues. 

 

11. Outward Giving 

If there were no other areas to give to then the distribution of our available funds 

would go to our usual charities. KF asked if we were still giving to FSW and was 

reassured that this was the case. JB said the Outward Giving Group was due to meet 

soon. 

 

12. Fabric 

TB noted that the PCC had already voted to approve repairs to the Tower window. 

These were scheduled for the first two weeks of September though work would be 

suspended for a day on 13
th

 September when there would be a service in Church.  

The PCC still needed, however, to vote on repairs to the stonework in the Chancel.  

TB proposed the following ‘The PCC agrees to the repair of the external south facing 

chancel window hood moulding in line with the urgent recommendation of the 

inspecting architect at the previous quinquennial report. The PCC also agrees to the 

quotation by Simon Montebello of Old Heathfield in the sum of £800 inclusive of 

VAT. These are the contractors whose quote has been accepted (reference Minute 12 

of PCC Meeting 19 May 2021) and who will do the chancel window work at the same 

time as the West Tower Window work’. This proposal was seconded by LF and 

carried unanimously. 
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These were proposed by TB, seconded by LF and approved unanimously. CH thanked 

TB for all his hard work.  

 

13. Churchyard 

A recommendation that no more graveyard reservations would be agreed was 

proposed by KF, seconded by MB and unanimously approved. CH mentioned the tree 

close to the graveyard wall which had shed a branch in a recent storm. This had been 

checked and was judged to be safe. CH was grateful to all who had been working in 

the Churchyard and also to Bobby Blundy who had donated a new bench. Jonathan 

and Kathrine Wilkins had agreed to replant the edge of the new churchyard by 

Wilton’s fence and were thanked for this. The wild flower areas in the centre of the 

old churchyard were due to be cut in August. There was a lot of work to be covered 

and CH was planning to sit down with Paul Tilson and identify some extra help. 

 

 

 

14. Barn Centre 

Following recent breakage a new window would be needed for Cart Lodge. The roof 

of the toilet block was in need of repair and a quote had been obtained from Meikel 

Barnatt for this work of £2,790, inclusive of VAT. TB asked the PCC to approve this 

work plus, if necessary, further expenditure of up to £1,000 for any new timbers that 

might be required. TB proposed this to the PCC, seconded by SF and it was 

unanimously approved. 

 

15. Declaration of confidential items 

Discussions of the Parish Magazine (Item 5) and Parish Share (Item 8) and were 

deemed confidential. 

 

16. AOB 

JB suggested it would be a good idea to go around some of the other Deanery 

Churches to see how they were doing things. 

PM said that a new Rural Officer had been appointed by the Diocese 

 

17. Dates of next meetings 

CH thanked all for a very constructive meeting. The next meeting was planned for 

Thursday, 30
th

 September. A date for the final meeting of the year had yet to be 

decided. 

 

SB 26
th

 July 2021 

 

 

 

Susan Balloch 

Secretary Newick PCC 

 

Attachment on Parish Magazine and the email vote on that to follow. 


