St Mary’s Newick Newsletter
8th January 2021

Dear Friends,
May I wish you all a happy New Year, even if this one is a little more challenging than we had hoped for!
The Government has asked us to stay at home to save lives and protect the NHS.
Under the current regulations the Government has permitted public worship to continue, if it is safe to do so.
Due to the current pressure on our local hospitals, both the PCC’s of St Mary’s Newick and St Peter’s Chailey have
decided to offer digital services only for the time being via ;
St Mary's Church, Newick-Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/saintmarysnewick/
https://vimeo.com/stmarysnewick or on the website https://newickchurch.org/
however St Mary’s will remain open, in a Covid-Secure way, for individual prayer on Wednesday & Saturday
mornings.
We continue to urge everyone to be exceptionally cautious and, in particular, to do everything possible to
prevent mingling outside of households and support bubbles.
We acknowledge and share the sadness many are feeling at not being able to meet together as we would usually
do at the moment and prayerfully and confidently look forward to better times ahead
And so we find ourselves in lockdown once again…
There was already quite a lot of uncertainty around when and how the return to school would happen after the
Christmas break, but now we know within our education system from Primary to University there’ll be online
learning for months to come and there is every likelihood that this period may go on for longer than we think.
The world is not what we thought.
One thing, evident from this week’s news, is that the realities of worshipping today are far from what we would
normally expect, and we have had to adapt to a new way of being together, apart. Some services can be
modified; others may not work where gatherings are purely online, but please keep checking the website and the
Church Facebook Page.
The burning question of recent weeks – which has now been answered in the affirmative – is whether we needed
an even stricter lockdown to avert the threat by a newer strain of the virus before everyone can receive a vaccine.
The challenge becomes greater as we realise that the virus has mutated in South East England and in South Africa.
With this news we realise the global dimension, we really are all in this together, and with the roll out of the
vaccines, we are entering a time of transition.
Changes can be hard. But they can be life giving and life-altering.
Life is about change. Anyone who does not like change is going to have a lot of trouble in this life.
Any Christian who cannot handle change is going to have trouble following God’s plan for them
Here are my top 7 suggestions to you on how to make the most of the transition time:
1. Take a walk alone or spend time alone and talk to the Lord a great deal.
It’s best to alternate talking to the Lord, then remain silent for a while. When the urge rises within you, talk to
Him more, then be quiet. Do this every day. Remember, the number one thing to do during this time of transition
is to keep your eye on the Rock.
2. Read the Psalms. In fact, live in them.
The Psalms–which is Israel’s songbook. You’re not the first to feel abandoned or lonely or betrayed or anxious.
You will find more than one Psalm that seems to have been written with you in mind. When you do, settle down
there and live in those passages. Claim them. Write them out and keep where you can read them often.

3. Be busy doing good things.
The absolute worst thing you can do is sit around the house and wait for the phone to ring. Or watch too much
television. Or play on the computer endlessly. Or overeat.
I was amused to find that one important piece of counsel I was ever given is to make your bed. The idea is a) to
shut down the urge to spend the day in the bed, b) to “do something productive,” however small, at the
beginning of your day, and c) to keep the house straight and uncluttered. A messy bedroom is depressing.
4. Start a journal.
Write it down. Get your thoughts in the book. What is going through your mind these days? Record it. What are
you praying? Write it down. What is happening that you will want to remember? Do not assume you will recall it
later; write it in the book. You’ll find it is great therapy, but also instructive for some future time when you are (or
someone close to you is) going through a similar transition.
5. Eat Well and that means eating healthily.
I expect each of us knows when we are doing it wrong and we know that eating right involves fruits and
vegetables and such. “You are what you eat” is a true statement, since the food is our fuel
6. Be specific in your prayer life.
What exactly do you need the Lord to do for you? Then, tell Him! Put it in words. Remember the blind beggar of
Jericho, the one called Bartimaeus (see the end of Luke 18). When he heard that “Jesus of Nazareth” was entering,
he began calling out, “Jesus! Son of David! Have mercy on me!” Over and over he prayed that. Eventually, when
he stood before the Lord, Jesus said, “What do you want me to do for you?” You and I are tempted to say,
“Lord, you heard him! And you can see him! the poor man is blind. He needed a bath last year and a haircut the
year before! He needs healing.”
But the question was not to us. Bartimaeus has been asking for mercy. That is a huge concept and could cover
many things: a gift of money, a training program for the blind, a better begging place, a rebuke for those who had
mistreated him, clothing and food, etc. So, our Lord was saying, “Be specific. What exactly are you asking for?”
And he said, “Lord, I want to receive my sight.”
So! What are you needing today? Then, tell the Lord!
7. Laugh. . . . every day.
Life without laughter is no life at all . . . . We need to find a little laughter each day, that might come from a
phone call, or an article or story online or in a magazine, it might mean watching the re-run of Vicar of Dibley on
iPlayer or a comedy show on the wireless ( that is an amazon echo for you younger folk)
Someday, you will look back on this time of transition in your life as most unusual and possibly even lifechanging. How glad you will be if you stayed close to God and made time to laugh along the way.
What should 2021 be transitioning you towards?
The Bible passage this week is an important transitioning point in Jesus’ life. This is the first time that we meet
Jesus as an adult and it’s a moment when God spotlights him in front of the crowds and makes it known that he’s
really delighted with all that Jesus is and all that he will become in the next stage of his life journey. Both Father
and Son are aware of how difficult that journey may be in parts.
How important is it for us to feel the affirmation of others?
What kind of things do you need affirming in today?
Do you think that God would look at you and declare that he is ‘well pleased’ with you? Have you got any idea
of where your life is headed in the future?
And with transition comes the opportunity for personal and corporate reflection.
If you could go back to last year’s you, what would you tell them?
What would you like next year’s you to be able to come back and tell you?
As we transition into a new season and the next stage on our (perhaps still lengthy) journey out of the pandemic,
we can trust that God continues to speak words of love and affirmation over us, both in these moments and those
yet to come.
Please remember to keep in touch, pick up the phone, and please remember to keep your distance, keep safe and
together we will look forward with hope.
Paul x

Lord Jesus Christ,
you taught us to love our neighbour,
and to care for those in need
as if we were caring for you.
In this time of anxiety, give us strength
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,
and to assure the isolated
of our love, and your love, for your name’s sake.
Amen.
Please remember those on our prayer list who are unwell.
Please pray for, Rosemary Begbie, Beryl Campion-Smith, Kevin Ellis,
John Hart, Joy Hay, Mike Hawkes, Spike MacGuire,
Christina McCann, Adrian, Andrea & Amber Pariss, Gemma Peacock,
Sylvia Rogers, Kevin Slipper, Gerry Smith, Martin & Pat Tardiff,
Dave Tolhurst, Danielle Tora, Toni Warrilow, Sean Watson,
Mick Weeding, Jenny Weller, Allen Whitmore, Nasima Wright
If you would like to receive prayer or know someone who would,
please contact Rev Paul Mundy on 01825 723186.

We pray for the families of Rene Turner, Matthew Pepper and Joyce Mitchison

‘Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them’
Our Prayer for Growth
God of Mission Who alone brings
growth to your Church,
Send your Holy Spirit to give
Vision to our planning,
Wisdom to our actions, and power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers,
In spiritual commitment to you,
And in service to our local community,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Thank you to all who brought my knitted items that were made for our Christmas Fair. Sold online via Jennifer.
I’ve donated all the proceeds of £97.50 towards St. Mary’s youth work.

Sylvia Chapman

I thought I would investigate the word FREEDOM today, it’s very topical and our present experience is mainly the
lack of this important part of living a satisfactory existence.
I looked it up and found different sources, in Latin and Greek it indicates independence from slavery, Anglo-Saxon
and beyond also used it in relation to liberty, after the Norman Conquest it was often about being freed from the
restraints of being a serf.
I also have been told it was connected to capital punishment in very distant days when a man was free to choose
his preferred doom - when life was short and often brutal!
So many of the freedoms we had become used to before 2020 were often hard fought for and very precious and
it’s very hard to be without them. During these months I have really come to appreciate how tough deprivation of
Liberty must be when people have been sent to prison.
While chatting to people by phone or from a distance we seem to spend a lot of our time bemoaning the loss of
our own most missed activity, for instance seeing friends and family, attending church, shaking hands, hugs, taking
part in shared activities or classes, however we have the freedom to live in hope that these will be back in our
diaries as the year ahead progresses.
It’s interesting to speak with my daughter who is living and working in Egypt, in Cairo which sounds quite exotic
but in practice is very hard work, especially with COVID and the day-to-day pressures of a very different way of
life and society. She is constantly saddened by the poverty and lack of stability for working people, no freedom to
health care without private insurance, not being able to wear sleeveless dresses and to be able to go for a walk
without the constant pestering from others, either for money or unwelcome attention from men, she often calls on
her walk home in the evenings as it’s not safe to walk about after dark and an open phone line makes her feel safer
but hard for me to be on the other end worrying. The lack of freedom for women, her friends, is a real concern
and she is very aware that her British passport is a real gift of freedom for her. She is always reminding me just how
lucky we are, especially in Newick itself.
I always appreciate the freedom of worship we have, which church, denomination, religion or none, are all
allowed, it’s just too easy to forget what a privilege this is. I was given a wonderful book for Christmas about the
world Jesus was born into himself, the politics and everyday life, so complex and brutal with very little freedom.
How wonderful that we all chose to celebrate his birth in our village over two thousand years later! Hooray!
While looking up the history of the word freedom I came across ‘freedom fighter’ - it occurred to me that’s what
we are as Christians, freedom from our sins and as we help others, freeing them from problems like loneliness and
poverty but also as we temporarily give up individual freedoms as part of our contribution to fight this virus.
I rather like the idea of being a freedom fighter, it certainly helps me to cope with the ‘can’t do’s’ of today and
hope you might feel the same.
I do pray that your week ahead will be safe and blessed. Patsy x

We regret that the Barn Centre is currently closed for all events and
classes and cannot reopen until Tier Four regulations are relaxed.

Many a true word is spoken in jest…
I asked God for a bike, but I know God doesn't work that way, so I stole a bike and asked for
forgiveness.
Do not argue with an idiot. He will drag you down to his level and beat you with experience.
Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a garage makes you a car.

Dear Praying friends,

Update from Katy, 1st January 2021

Warm greetings for the New Year. The past year has seen many changes and challenges and many blessings too. I
look forward to the coming year with anticipation, thankful that we can trust the Lord to control and to guide.
My prayer requests for this month are a call to continue to pray for the same issues for which we have been
praying in recent months:
Please continue to pray for the restoration of peace and order in Nigeria. Kidnappings and other attacks have
continued. Pray that national government leaders will be forthcoming who will take active steps to promote
justice and protect the rural communities who are under attack.
Cases of the new variant of the coronavirus has been recorded in Nigeria. Continue to pray for those involved in
Bible translation in Nigeria, scattered in many different language areas, for security and good health.
After a break over the Christmas season, the three Mbembe translation teams resume work on January 4th. As
Zoom interactions begin again, pray particularly for the Mbembe-Adun team as we review the translation of each
book of the New Testament in preparation for a new edition. Pray for diligence, wisdom, skill in exegesis, and
God’s guidance in every decision
Here in the UK, the Queen’s Christmas speech this year was a call to all of us to work together to help those in
need in these difficult times, feeling for and helping others regardless of race or nationality or background. May
2021 indeed be a year of growing hope, healing, peace and unity worldwide.

Love and greetings to everyone! Praying for you too.

E-mail: katy_barnwell@tsco.org
Home address: 4 Clevemede, Goring-on-Thames, Reading, RG8 9BU, U.K.
Wycliffe Bible Translators UK, PO Box 1594, High Wycombe, HP11 9NA, U.K.

During these difficult times we need to encourage each other
An individual goose has a limited flight range.
but when geese fly together in formation
they can achieve great distances.
As each goose flaps its wings
It creates an uplift that helps the birds that follow.
When the lead goose tires it goes to the back for a rest and
another goose takes over the 'point' position.
The geese at the back honk loudly
to encourage those in front to keep flying
Geese can teach us a good deal about teamwork!
Keep safe
Love June & Ron

https://www.facebook.com/saintmarysnewick
9:40 am from St Mary’s Newick FB page throughout January

From Babe-in-arms to Man-in-Ministry,
As told in the FOUR Gospels.
Surely, Jesus is calling us to ‘follow’ him!
Jan 3rd: Baby Jesus is blessed Luke 2.22-40
Footprint 1: ‘Hope’
Craft: 3D Tree
Jan 10th: Baby Jesus is visited Matthew 2.1-12
Footprint 2: ‘Good choices’
Craft: Traffic lights paper plates
Jan 17th: Jesus the boy Luke 2.41-52
Footprint 3: ‘Listening’
Craft: Listening ears
Jan 24th: Jesus the man is baptised Mark 1.9-11
Footprint 4: ‘Humility’
Craft: Dove craft
Jan 31st: Jesus begins his Ministry John 1.35-51
Footprint 5: ‘Loyal friendship’
Craft: Foot prints
Click here for the website
Owls club have their own photo gallery on the website click here to view it

Unwanted Item
Excuse me, is this the returns counter?
I'd like a refund for this year
or to exchange it for another one,
with less boredom, death and fear.
I am sorry for having no receipt.
You see, I got it as a gift.
Not the kind of year I'd have picked myself.
Colour's wrong. It doesn't fit
Just look at it. Such a waste of time.
Hard to see what the appeal is.
I mean, who would want a year like this?
It's an annus horribilis.
Yes, I know that it's all frayed and worn,
and splitting at the seams.
But I'd barely slipped the whole thing on,
when it came apart on me.
I'd swap it gladly for a scarf or hat,
but if I can't, I do not mind.
My main wish is that you take it back
and I can leave this year behind.

Brian Bilston-‘Poet Laureate of Twitter’

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future” Jeremiah 29:11
Sunday 3rd January 2021

2 Sunday of Christmas

Holy Communion BCP
Holy Communion

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Sunday 10 January
Epiphany

Holy Communion BCP
Holy Communion

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Sunday 17th January

Holy Communion BCP
Service of the Word

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Licensing of Rev Paul to be
Priest-in-Charge Benefice of Chailey
at St Peter’s Chailey

9:45 a.m. -10:00 a.m.

Holy Communion BCP
Service of the Word

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Holy Communion BCP
Service of the Word

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

nd

th

Baptism of Christ

2nd Sunday of Epiphany

Preacher: Rev. Paul Mundy

Preacher: Rev. Paul Mundy
Owls Club

Preacher: Bishop Will Hazelwood
Sunday 24th January

3 Sunday of Epiphany
rd

Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity

Sunday 31st January

Candlemas
4th Sunday of Epiphany

Preacher Geoff Clinton

Preacher Jeremy Burdett

2:30 p.m.

You are all welcome to any of our services.
St Mary's Church will be open for 'Private Prayer' on Sundays between the morning services on
Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. to 12noon and Saturday 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
On entering please read the notice in the porch to keep everyone safe
A full pre-recorded main service with hymns and full sermon will be published on Facebook/Vimeo at
10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings.
Please note that our services are live streamed via the church website and Facebook account. If you do not
wish to appear on the live stream, please sit on the North Aisle of the Church Building.
Key: BCP = Book of Common Prayer; CW = Common Worship;

With thanks to Carola Symington, Josh Stockwell and Rebecca Hume for this week’s photographs

Please take a look at www.newickchurch.org
Notices & Newsletters

Click here

Church Services

Click here

APCM

Click here

Events

Click here

Owls Autumn Club

Click here

Owls Picture Gallery

Click here

Donations

Click here

Newick -Automated External Defibrillators

Click here

If you have been out and about and would like to share a photograph of the village/village life/autumn
scenes please send it to me at churchoffice.newick@gmail.com

If you would like to add anything to the newsletter or any details on the newsletter to be updated or
amended please email churchoffice.newick@gmail.com

Newick Memory
Moments Café
Lady Vernon Trust

Newick Trust

Newick Good Neighbours

What3words

All meeting are suspended but help and advice can be found at
http://knowdementia.co.uk/moments
“Lady Vernon Trust” For information about grants for
educational purposes for young people up to the age of 25
years please contact Linda Farmer 01825 722061 or email
linda.farmer.1@btinternet.com
Relieving Poverty in Newick. For financial support in times of
crisis.
Contact Geoff 01825 722512
Following the support given through the pandemic via Newick
Community Response, there is now a permanent group of
volunteers set up via Newick Good Neighbours, who will be
there to continue to support those in the community who need
help with shopping, prescription collections and so on.
If you need a little help please
contact newick.goodneighbours@gmail.com
What3words is a geocode system for the communication of
locations with a resolution of three metres. What3words
encodes geographic coordinates into three dictionary words; the
encoding is permanently fixed.
For example, St Mary’s Church Newick is located with
///rehearsal.caressed.tweed
https://what3words.com

Collecting for the homeless
Items needed:
Warm winter clothes please. Coats, shoes, boots, trousers, jumpers, underwear.
Ladies toiletries needed. Tents, sleeping bags, roll mats.
Sorry but no duvets or blankets for the homeless.
However the dog’s home will welcome these! So can be left with me!
Thank you for your support we made a big difference last year.
Sylvia Chapman
8 Leveller End
Newick

Worship at St Mary’s, Newick, During COVID19
What To Expect!
Before you arrive
We ask you to consider your own risk of attending an indoor gathering. While we will be taking a number of
steps to keep you safe, we cannot make this risk-free. You might want to look at the NHS guidance on whether
you are at higher risk of coronavirus and be guided by their
advice: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk/whos-at-higher-riskfromcoronavirus/
We ask you NOT to attend the service if you have: A new cough: A temperature: Lost your sense of smell or
taste.
You may want to bring your own hand sanitiser, although some will be available
You are welcome to wear a mask/face covering. Please remember that face coverings protect others from your
germs – they are not very good at protecting you from other people’s germs. They are not a replacement for
good social distancing, hand hygiene, and self-isolating if you have symptoms when you arrive.
When you arrive, we will take some contact details. These will be kept for 3 weeks after the service and given
to Track and Trace if someone from the service later tests positive for coronavirus. They won’t be used for any
other reason and if they are not needed for this purpose, they will be securely disposed of after 3 weeks.
The welcomer will let people into the building in households/bubbles. You will be asked to sanitise your hands
on arrival, then go immediately to a seat in church.
The seating in church will be arranged in ones and twos at 2m intervals from each other. We ask you to go
straight to your seat and remain there for the duration of the service.
Gentle music will be playing to help you pray as you wait for the service to begin.
The doors will remain open during the service to allow some ventilation so you may notice it is a little cooler
than you expect.

During the Service
The words you need for the service will be on a paper order of service on your seat or projected onto the
screen. If you receive a paper copy (8:00 am) this will then be your personal copy. Please take it home with
you after the service and bring it back next time.
The service will be livestreamed on our Facebook page, but those watching at home will only be able to see
those on the chancel step e.g. the priest, someone leading the prayers etc. To ensure we include those
worshiping at home, some elements of service (e.g. a reading, the prayers or a sermon) may be given by
someone at home. You will be able to listen to the audio of this.
Due to risk of aerosol spread, there will be no singing during the service.
We ask that when you are saying the responses that you speak quietly and prayerfully – again to reduce risk of
droplet spread.
During distribution of communion, only bread will be distributed. The priest will wear a mask and wash their
hands before distribution. The bread will be distributed from the chancel step, please remain standing to
receive. Please form an appropriately distanced queue and return to your seat avoiding others. You might want
to use your hand sanitiser (if you have brought some) before receiving communion.
If you do not want to receive communion for any reason, that is absolutely fine – just place your hands across
your chest and the priest will pray a blessing instead or remain in your seat.

At the end of the service
After the priest has processed out, the welcomer will ask people to leave a row at a time.
Please wait for the welcomer to ask you to leave.
Please take any orders of service home with you.
Please do not stop to chat while leaving the building. Once out of the building you are welcome to talk in small
groups of not more than 6 in the churchyard.
Please do not block other people’s exit from the building.
Please remember to stay 2m apart from people from other households.
If you test positive for coronavirus up to three weeks after the service, please let us know.

